
Progressive Judaism 
                                                                                                            No. 81, Year 9 ï June 2010 

 

Newsletter for  

Shir Hatzafon 

Progressiv Jødedom i Danmark 

          

Progressive Judaism in Denmark 

 

 

Progressive Judaism is sent monthly from September to June for the benefit of the members and friends of Shir 

Hatzafon. We encourage you to forward this e-newsletter widely. E-mail shirhatzafon@mail.dk to unsubscribe. 
 

  Skriv til os på shirhatzafon@mail.dk, hvis du ønsker nyhedsbrevet på dansk. 
 

© 2010 Shir Hatzafon / Progressive Judaism in Denmark 
.  

 

Our Activities 
 

Shir Hatzafonôs regular events are held at: 
Unitarian House 
Dag Hammarskjölds Allé 30 
2100 Copenhagen Ø 
 

Friday, 4 June 2010  
19:00 Kabbalat Shabbat with Rabbi Tirzah 
Ben-David & vegetarian/dairy pot-luck buffet 
  

Saturday, 5 June 2010 
10:00 Shabbat Service with Rabbi Tirzah 
Ben-David & welcome ceremony for 
members of 2009 Conversion Class, & 
Kiddush and vegetarian/dairy pot-luck buffet. 
14:00 ï 17:00 Conversion class 2010 with 
Rabbi Tirzah Ben-David  
 

Sunday, 6 June 2010 
10:30 ï 12:30 Adult Study with Tirzah  
14:00 ï 17:00 Conversion 2010  with Tirzah  

 

 
Rabbi Tirzah Ben-David 

 

Saturday, 12, 19 and 26 June 2010 
15:00 ï 17:00 SHprog, Parashah readers 
group, place to be announced. For details, 
email malkaruth2000@yahoo.co.uk 

 

See our 2010 calendar here . 

 

Welcome and mazal tov! 
After the longest and coldest winter in many years, Denmark shows 

again her most beautiful side now that mid-summer is upon us. Students 
celebrate their diplomas, allergy sufferers sneeze and soon we all can 
enjoy a well deserved summer holiday. 

The first half of 2010 has been busy and eventful in Shir Hatzafon. Our 
congregation is growing, which we experience when we meet for worship, 
holidays (chagim) or cultural events. Not only do we at Shir Hatzafon 
know it, but out and about amongst our Jewish brothers and sisters in the 
greater Jewish world as well as here in Denmark, it has also been noticed 
that Shir Hatzafon is creating something special. 

 

 
Shir Hatzafonõs Passover Seder 2010 

During this coming Shabbat service we will see our values in action. It 
is a Shir Hatzafon tradition that we celebrate and welcome those who 
finish their conversion class and have been in London at the European 
Beit Din (rabbinical court) to join the Jewish faith. Converting to Judaism 
is a powerful expression of love for the Jewish people, tradition and 
religion. This love is perhaps best expressed with words from the Book of 
Ruth: Your people are my people and your God is my God. 

As new members of the Jewish people, the people we will celebrate 
on Saturday made a great choice that deserves respect from the outside 
world. We as a congregation bid them welcome with open arms and invite 
them to become an active part of our congregation. 

Being Jewish is not something you become because of a piece of 
paper or even by going to synagogue, it is something you are seven days 
a week. Being Jewish means also being an active part of a Jewish 
community.  

Welcome and Mazal tov!                       Jesper Yoel Andersen, Chairperson 
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July and August 2010 
     Shir Hatzafon does not have regular 
events or services in July or August, but 
SHprog will continue to meet. On Sunday, 15 
August 2010 we will have our annual Beach 
and Barbecue party.  
     We will continue to send calendar 
announcements during the summer. 
 

In the community 

Flea Market Sunday, 6 June 
    The Action Group for Jews in St. 
Petersberg is holding a flea market on 
Bregnegårdsvej behind Charlottenlund 
Station on Sunday, 6 June, 9ï14 
. If you have some nice items to donate to 
this good cause, they will be grateful to 
acccept them. Please call 3379 2538, 3976 
2382, 4542 0007, 3964 4243 or 4583 0586. 
 

 
 
 

In the community 

Jewish Singles Club sails 
     The Jewish Singles Club invites you to 
sail on Lyngby Lake and visit Sophienholm 
Castle on Sunday, 13 June at 12:40 at 
Bådfarten, Sorgenfrivej 23, Lyngby. Bring 
your own lunch (kosher). Roundtrip boat ride 
costs DKK 70. E-mail: lina@abkrudt.dk or 
call 6074 6585 ï or else E-mail: 
hertzlone@gmail.com or call 2857 0135. 
 

 
Sophienholm Castle 

 

In the community 

Artist seeks artists 
     Painter Faith Copeland 
(www.faithcopeland.com) has rented 
Tinghus Gallery near Fredensborg Castle 
from Oct 7 to 2O and is looking for other 
artists to exhibit there at 
www.worldartweb.dk . 
 

 
 

 

Religion 

Torah reading for 5 June is Shelakh Lekha 
 The Torah reading (Parashah) for the Shabbat service on 5 June 

2010 (23 Sivan 5770) is Shelakh Lekha, Numbers 13:1 -15:41 and the 
Haftarah is Joshua 2:1 - 24. On Shabbat we read Numbers 13:16 - 14:4. 

Parashah summary:   
Moses sends 12 spies, one from each tribe, to scout the land of 

Canaan. After 40 days 
the spies return, 
bringing their report of 
the good land and 
samples of its produce. 
However, 10 of the 
spies, all but Joshua 
and Caleb, insist that 
the Canaanites are too 
powerful for the 
Israelites to conquer. 

The people panic 
and want to return to 
Egypt. Caleb and 
Joshua argue that with 
God on their side the 
Israelites need not 
fear.                                  Joshua and Caleb with Canaanite grapes                            
Godôs patience runs out, declaring to Moses that God will wipe out the 

Israelites and start over. But Moses argues that the Egyptians and 
Canaanites would say that God is powerless to bring the people into the 
land. God relents, but declares that the generation of the Exodus will die 
in the wilderness; their children will possess the land. 

When the Israelites learn their fate, they decide to fight for the land. 
Despite Mosesô warning that God will not be with them, they attack and 
they suffer a crushing defeat by the Amalekites and the Canaanites. 

God gives Moses more instructions about how sacrifices are to be 
offered once the people have settled in the land. God also explains how 
amends are to be made for accidental or unwitting sins committed by the 
entire community or by individuals. 

A man who is found gathering wood on Shabbat is brought before 
Moses and Aaron. God tells Moses that he is to be executed. 

The parashah concludes with tzitzit ï fringes ï to be on the corners of 
garments as a constant reminder of all of Godôs commandments.   

                                                                 www.uscj.org/Shelakh_Lekha 
 
N.B.: The World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ) sends a 

commentary on each weekôs Torah portion (parashah), written by one of 
its rabbis, and if you would like to receive it, please sign up here . The 
Jewish Theological Society provides full texts of the weekôs parashah and 
haftarah plus commentaries here. 

    

Amongst us 

Last voice training on 5 June is free 
     We are concluding the second 
season of Jewish singing practice 
with Rachel Yatzkan. It has always 
been exciting and instructional to 
have voice lessons before the 
service. 

We would like to share our 
pleasure with you, so you can attend 
this last time for free. The song 
workout is an hour before services 
on Saturday, 5 June at 9:00 at 
Unitarian House.              

                                                                       
                            Rachel Yatzkan 
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Progressive 

Judaism 
 

Editor 
Arthur Buchman 
 

Editorial Board 
Jesper Yoel Andersen 
Arne Kviat 
Hetty Kviat 
Robin May Schott 
 

Contributors 
Debby Møller, Parashah Summary  
Louise Riewerts-Laursen Chagim Committee  
 

Translation 
Hanne Bubandt 
Jesper Yoel Andersen 
Martin Salamon 

Gunhild Wernblad 
 

Technical Consultants 
Claudio Csillag 
Carsten Skov Teisen 
 

Feedback? 
     We want your feedback and opinions, 
including if you have any technical problems 
in receiving or reading this newsletter. 
Please e-mail us at shirhatzafon@mail.dk.  
 

******************************** 

Become a member of 

Shir Hatzafon 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Progressiv Jødedom i Danmark 

Progressive Judaism in Denmark 
 

 

     Shir Hatzafon, Progressive Judaism in 
Denmark, is an open and non-discriminatory 
congregation that welcomes everyone who 
can accept the principles of Liberal Judaism 
as expressed in our mission statement. 

Applications for membership should be 
sent in writing and are approved by the 
Board of Directors (bestyrelse). Applications 
should contain brief personal information, 
your Jewish background and your reasons 
for wishing to become a member. All 
personal information will remain confidential.  

We invite potential members to first meet 
the congregation and experience the 
atmosphere before submitting their 
application.  

If you wish to learn more about 
membership, please send us an email to 
shirhatzafon@mail.dk or telephone us at      
+45 23 70 97 57. 

 
 

Education 
Comparing Old and New Testaments, part 2 

We are happy to have Rabbi Tirzah Ben-David to lead our Adult Study 
Group this Sunday, 6 June.  Tirzah wrote last month: 
ñWe will look at how the Gospel writers turned Hebrew scripture into a 

foretelling of the birth and Messiahship of Jesus. Everyone should bring 
their regular Bible, plus a New Testament in English if they have one. I'll 
supply the necessary Gospel texts, plus a bit of general background.ò 

In the first of these two sessions on the Old and New Testament, 
Tirzah gave the historical background for the origins of Christianity. 
After the return from the Babylonian exile 
in 450 BCE the line of David was not re-
established. When Judea became a 
Roman province in 65 BCE, messianic 
expectations were directed towards this 
line in the hope that the Romans would 
be thrown out. The Hebrew word 
mashiach means óthe anointedô ï the 
Jewish kings were anointed with oil ï and 
as Roman rule became more and more 
oppressive, there were many false 
Messiahs about. When John the Baptist 
and Jesus appeared on the scene, they 
were in no way unusual. At that time, 
Sadducees represented the aristocracy 
and the temple priesthood while the 
Pharisees were more flexible in their 
interpretation of the law. The latter were 
the forerunners of the rabbis and were 
concerned with teaching the people.                           Josephus 

Having thus set the scene, we then read extracts from Jewish historian 
Josephus and Mark, Chapter 1.  At our next session, we will compare this 
with John Chapter 1.                                                            Hannah Bubant 

Everyone is invited to join us for this extremely interesting topic without 
any preparation. The Adult Study Group is an open discussion in English, 
free of charge and with no sign up or commitment. Weôll greet you warmly 
and serve refreshments, too.  

For more info, please write to shirhatzafon@mail.dk.  
 

Amongst us 

Happy news from our 
Cemetery Committee 

 We announce with great satisfaction 
that the Jewish Joint Burial Society (JJBS) 
in London has made a commitment in 
principle to loan our cemetery project 
£15,000 (approximately $22,000 or DKK 
131,000). Together with the sums set aside 
in Shir Hatzafonôs budget from previous 
years, this amount is the initial capital 
needed to turn our ambition to be able to 
offer burial services to our membership into 
reality, hopefully before the end of this year. 

The prerequisite for the British loan is 
that a number of Shir Hatzafonôs members 
are willing to be guarantors for a small 
amount like 10,000 or 20,000 kr. We already 
have signups for one third of the loan 
amount, so we lack only commitments from 
an additional 5 - 8 people of 10,000 kr each.  

The Cemetery Committee asks for 
YOUR practical help to bring this long 

awaited dream into existence.                                  our cemetery 
Please send your responses to shirhatzafon@mail.dk - we are eagerly 

waiting to hear from you!                                   Dimitri, Lars, Larry and Arne 
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Shir Hatzafon 
 

 

 

 

Progressiv Jødedom i Danmark 

Progressive Judaism in Denmark 
 

Rabbi 
Tirzah Ben-David 
 

Founding Rabbi 
Charles Middleburgh 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairperson 
Jesper Yoel Andersen 
 

Founding Chairperson 
Robin May Schott 
 

Honorary Vice Chairperson 
Hetty Kviat 
 

Board Members 
Arthur Buchman, Vice Chairperson 
Arne Kviat, Treasurer 
Adrienne Mannov, Secretary 
Lars Jozefowicz 
Martin Salamon 
Robert Selig 
 

******************************** 

Visit our home page at 
www.shirhatzafon.dk 

******************************** 

Shir Hatzafon is a member of the 

European Union for Progressive Judaism. 
Visit www.wupjnews.org to read about, 
World Union for Progressive Judaism 

(WUPJ) events.  
 

 

 ******************************** 

Links in Scandinavia 
 

Progressive Judaism 
Friends of/Venner af Shir Hatzafon Facebook 
Oslo, Norway www.pjnorge.no 
Stockholm, Sweden www.progjud.se 
 

Jewish culture 
Danish Israeli Society in Fyn www.otel.dk  
Danish Israeli Society www.dif-aarhus.dk 
Dansk Zionist Forbund www.dzf.dk 
Schmuus  www.schmuus.dk 
Judiska Centret i Lund www.jcl.se 

Eden www.jewish-eden.se 
 

Amongst us 

A message from our Treasurer 
We have just sent out a statement to all members, showing their 

status according to our records. If you do not recognize the stated 
balance, it could certainly be a mistake. If so, I apologize in advance and 
will correct things immediately. If you cannot pay the full amount to our 
community here and now, you can rely upon 100% discretion in 
contacting me to find a good solution.  

Our congregation has to live on a very tight budget, and I remind you 
that you can get a deduction on your tax return when you donate to Shir 
Hatzafon. Please ask me about it or visit the tax office website at 
www.skat.com .                                                         Arne Kviat, Treasurer 

                                                                                           
 

In the community   
Adrienne on the radio 

Adrienne Mannov, was interviewed at Radio 
Shalom on 26 May by Bjarne Krasnik. They 
focused mostly on Adrienne's anthropology thesis 
research in Israel. Her work delves into how the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict influences everyday life 
for Jewish families in West Jerusalem. There was 
also time to talk about Shir Hatzafon and 
progressive Jewish praxis - and for a little song. 
You can hear the interview from over the internet: 
http://radioshalom.dk/?p=1284 .                                          

                                                                                            Adrienne Mannov                                                  
In the community  

Scandinavian summit in Stockholm 
     Members of the Progressive Jewish communities of Copenhagen, 

Denmark (www.shirhatzafon.dk), Oslo, Norway (www.pjnorge.no) and 

Stockholm, Sweden (www.progjud.se) met for our second training 

session, this time in Stockholm on 21-23 May 2010, to learn how to lead 
Sabbath services under the tutelage of Rabbi David Wilfond from Hebrew 
Union College in Jerusalem. We are grateful to the Anita Saltz Foundation 
for funding Rabbi Wilfondôs expenses.  Here we are, all in the same boat. 

 Lay leaders from Copenhagen, Oslo & Stockholm meeting in Stockholm with 
Rabbi David Wilfond (in white shirt & jeans) 

 

 
Amongst us 

Mazal Tov,  
Emma and Olivia! 
 
 
 

     Emma and Olivia Lincoln were 
Bat Mitzvah on 8 May 2010. This 
was Shir Hatzafonôs first twin 
ceremony. 
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To donate to Shir Hatzafon 
Kindly make donations to our account in 

Danske Bank - Reg. nr. 9570, Account 
60040737. We will acknowledge your gift in 
this newsletter if you wish. Charitable 
donations to Shir Hatzafon over 500 kr. up to 
DKK 15,000 per person are tax deductible in 
Denmark.  

US taxpayers can donate money to Shir 
Hatzafon and receive a US tax deduction. 
US donors should write a check to the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, (WUPJ), and 
write Shir Hatzafon in the memo line. Please 
mail your tax deductible donations to:  
     WUPJ, 633 3rd Avenue 
     NY, NY 10017 USA  
     c/o Shir Hatzafon 
 

We thank you in advance for your 
support. 

 
******************************** 

A service for our members 
     We send out this newsletter and a 
calendar email once a month. If any of our 
members wish to publicize an appropriate 
event in one or both of these emails, please 
write to shirhatzafon@mail.dk, and we will 
announce the event. 
 

******************************** 

Patience, dear readersé 
Shir Hatzafonôs email list is updated only 

once a month. Therefore if you send us an 
email address change, or if you want to be 
removed from our mailing list, you might still 
receive some emails from us for a little while 
after you notify us. We thank you in advance 
for your patience.        Arthur Buchman, Editor 

 

******************************** 
 

To be a practising  
progressive Jew 

 

To be a Jew is to be the inheritor of a 
religious and cultural tradition. 

To be a practising Jew is to accept with 
love and pride the duty of maintaining and 
transmitting that tradition. 

To be a practising progressive Jew is 
to transmit that tradition within the framework 
of modern thinking and morality; to live 
according to the prophetic ideal - to do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
God. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Amongst us 

Thanks to Rabbi Adam D. Fisher 

Shir Hatzafon thanks Rabbi Adam D. Fisher for presenting Jewish 
poetry through the ages on Monday, 10 May 2010 at Arthur Buchmanôs 
home. Over 30 members and guests enjoyed the talk, the poems and 
delightful refreshments. Many thanks also to Robert Selig and Annie Rey 
for organizing the event and helping with all the practicalities. 
 
 

 

Rabbi Adam D. Fisher presenting Jewish poetry 
Amongst us 

Thanks from Rabbi Adam D. Fisher 

I was delighted to speak at Shir Hatzafon - everyone was so very 
attentive, and a number of people came up to me after the talk to discuss 
some significant issues. é 

If anyone from Shir Hatzafon would like my book, please tell me 
(adamdfisher@optonline.net) how many, and I will ship them all together. 
The cost is $10 and we will divide the cost of shipping by the number of 
books. 

My evening with Shir Hatzafon is now a wonderful memory which will 
stay with me for a very long time. And yes, when I come to Copenhagen 
next time I will be sure to let you know so that another evening can be 
arranged. Thank you for the invitation. 

Warm best wishes to you and all the members of Shir Hatzafon. Adam 
 

 

Jewish culture 

Tour for 200 years of Progressive Judaism  
Rabbi Andrew & Sharon Goldstein are organising an EUPJ tour in 

Germany this July to mark the historic anniversary of Israel Jacobsonôs 
first Reform service in Seesen, Germany on 17 July 1810. The tour 
includes Berlin, Abraham 
Geiger College, Shabbat 
services, and many 
historical places of Jewish 
interest.  

(N.B.: I have travelled 
with Rabbi Goldstein in 
Austria and Hungary, and 
he is a tour guide par 
excellence! - Editor).   

For further details and a 
comprehensive brochure, 
contact Sharon Goldstein at 
sgoldstein@f2s.com or call 
+44 (0)1923 822818.                                        

                                                           Rabbi Andrew & Sharon Goldstein                                                           
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