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Happy Birthday Or Chadasch!

People wondered how time had passed so quickly. Some remember well the founding of the Progressive Jewish Community of
Vienna 20 years ago. Since its difficult beginnings, much has changed at Or Chadasch. Not only does the community now have a
beautiful synagogue of its own, it also enjoys improved relations with the official Jewish Community (IKG), offers a wide variety of
services, and has a positive and dynamic perception of itself and its further development. From a small beginning to a now vibrant
congregation, having managed significant progress in its short history—all good reasons to celebrate the 20" anniversary under
the motto: Learning, praying, and celebrating together!!

The celebrations began already at the beginning of May with a kick-off
concert at the Jewish Community Center with the well-known performers,
Timna Brauer and Elias Meiri. The choice of the concert venue under-
scored the good relations with the officials of the Jewish Council
(Einheitsgemeinde).

After an Or Chadasch sponsored lecture at the Jewish Museum about the

first woman rabbi, Regina Jonas, the anniversary events moved to the Or

Chadasch premises. Invited guests, including politicians, journalists, and

clergy from several religions joined the congregation for a special

celebration on 3 June. Dr. Theodor Much, President of Or Chadasch Vienna

opened the evening with a review of the 20-year history. Jan Mihlstein,

Chairman of the Union of Progressive Jews in Germany also outlined the

200 years of Reform Judaism and its accomplishments. An official

representative from the Vienna Jewish Community Council (Israelitische

Kultusgemeinde Wien — Einheitsgemeinde), Georg Haber delivering

greetings from the President of the IKG, said the following: “Judaism is and

always has been pluralistic. That is what separates it apart from other

monotheistic religions. It encourages dialogue and debate and respects

differing opinions; diverse movements within Judaism all have their place

under one roof.” The high point of the evening was an address delivered by

Rabbi Walter Homolka on “Remaining true to tradition but yet embracing

modernity.” It is though Rabbi Homolka’s courage and foresight that Or

Chadasch’s wonderful synagogue came into being. He is considered the

“father” of the Or Chadasch synagogue. As a tribute to his contributions to

the community and also Reform Judaism in Europe, he was honored with the title “Honorary Rabbi of Or Chadasch Vienna”. The
laudation was delivered by Leslie Bergman, Chairman of the European Union for Progressive Judaism and Honorary President of
Or Chadasch. The evening was complimented by an Israeli buffet and kosher wines from Austria!

The events continued on Friday with a festive Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by an extended Kiddush and a big birthday
cake—kind of kitschy but also very moving. Rabbi James Baaden, who has been a friend of Or Chadasch for many years, joined
the community rabbi, Rabbi Walter Rothschild on Saturday for Shacharit and shiurim in English and German.

Open house on Sunday with lectures, discussions, a performance by the children’s group, and informal talks over coffee and
sweets rounded off the celebrations. There was wide media coverage in newspapers, radio, and television. A wonderful summary
of the event recordings was presented on Austrian television one week later.

For Or Chadasch Vienna the 20" anniversary celebrations were a welcome and well-deserved opportunity to be proud of its ac-
complishments and look courageously forward to the future!

And least we forget to thank the World Union for Progressive Judaism and the European Union for Progressive Judaism and all its
wonderful members for the enduring support: Toda raba!

Photograph shows Theodor Much, Leslie Bergman, Rabbi Walter Homolka
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WHEN IN ROME .......

Almost every Shabbat a chavurah group meet in or near Rome.
Please contact us for details of service times and venue.

Best wishes and looking forward to seeing you, Bruno

bruno@diporto.org
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During the moxth of Jure, | went to Barvelona for the third year in a row in order to help out mysmall Reform congregaiion, Bet Shabm,
yith services and lectures,and to oficia at fwo weddings of temple members, hoth dear riends, We stayed about fws weeks in this fasci-
Hating cify.

The frst wedding (she originally from Uruguay and he from Colombia) took place inone of the suburhs ofBarvelona ona Smday mon
fime 2t 2 hiourious restaurant/fune ton hal, The weather was absolwely he suiifil, dry, swnny and in the 70s. Friends of the couple had
come toset up the Huppah the night hefire hecause the forisi was wnaccustomed to doing 2 Jewishwedding, However, they realized that
the canapy could nat he left alone overnight for fear that it would be destroyed by young people who wsually come o the hall on Saturday
nights, b0, the y tnoki f down and setit up again the next morming at8 am. The outdoor wedding ceremonywas scheduled for 12 noon, but
Inowing Spain, [was gure it would start much Inter, To mysurprise, the bride, in her late 20's, avvived ot 12, 15 pm; she emerged ot o
fincyear and walked down the aisle accompaied b her father. She lonked radiant, The clevgy (that is,the Cantor and [, the groom, 31,
and the wedding party wete alreadywaiiing wnder the Huppah,

Ontce the religivus ceremony was completed, ve all adjnurned to the gardens fir cockiails, For many peaple in attendance this was their
first Reform Jewish ceremny. [ received lois ofcomplemenis from many Orthodox Jews who were present about the eg alitarian xarure of
the Refurm Jewish ritual, They spectficallylied the fart that [ sed hoth Hehrew and panish during the liturgy. This wedding ceremny
did wondets for mycongregation hecause it proved to the Orthodox that vur relizieus ceremories ave within the hroad speeirum of wadi-
fonal Judaism,

The cockiail hour lasted wntil about 3 pm, and then ve were inviied in Jor Lunch. The food was ovistanding, consilering the fact that there
vere ahout 180 in atiendarce, [n befween meals, ve had ksraeli dancing and Latin music by a DJ, People went wild. Arownd 3 pm, not ore
hut three consecutive desserts vere served, Exch tahle was then asked i make atoasifur the groom and hride. The wedding cake shoved
up arvund 6 pm. Then ahand of Martachis came to emertain the crowd, sueprising hoth the hride and the groom, (1t vas arranged by the
aroon’s parenss), This was followed by move music, including rock''roll, American style, We did nod leawe the parry wnil9 pam, &t was 2
Img day huta heautiful ore.,

The second wedding took place the folloving Swnday Late in the afernoonin one of Barvebna's faney mansions, The couple, m their (',
decided to have an extended cockraul with tapas following 2 religions ceremony in an pen patio-garden. Agam, the veather cooperad.
For the majoriry of the guests this was their very first Jewish wedding, The y wers faseinated by the heauty of the ritual and by e tone of
infirmalify [cteated during the service, 4 jazz bandextertained the ruests, and a friend of the couple sang a few songs in English, hut also
one or fwo in Ladino, The bride and the zrvom exuded much happiness, The food was superd, W all ook partin lsvaeli dancing and speni
many howrs talking to friends. [was approached hy a Iot of people who were curious ahout Judaism and Jewish wedding cnsioms. [ also
answered ustons regarding riel and the Palestivians, and was delighed to find out that [ vas ameng people wlo vere very supportive
of brael. This i moe-worthy, hecause the Spanish tend to side with the Palestinians,

Justbefors [returned to Boston the local papers rewealed thai durimg the Second World War, General Franco ordered that alistof all
ey Living in pain be cormpiled, and this Listof6000 mames wete wltimately tuned over o Himmler in Germany, This second wedding
proved that lsrael does have a B friends in Spain row, hurcould use bis more,

Rabhi Rifat honsime

rsonsiu ithsneedham.org



