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Happy Birthday Or Chadasch! 
 
People wondered how time had passed so quickly. Some remember well the founding of the Progressive Jewish Community of 
Vienna 20 years ago. Since its difficult beginnings, much has changed at Or Chadasch. Not only does the community now have a 
beautiful synagogue of its own, it also enjoys improved relations with the official Jewish Community (IKG), offers a wide variety of 
services, and has a positive and dynamic perception of itself and its further development. From a small beginning to a now vibrant 
congregation, having managed significant progress in its short history—all good reasons to celebrate the 20th anniversary under 
the motto: Learning, praying, and celebrating together!! 
 
The celebrations began already at the beginning of May with a kick-off   
concert at the Jewish Community Center with the well-known performers, 
Timna Brauer and Elias Meiri. The choice of the concert venue  under-
scored the good relations with the officials of the Jewish Council 
(Einheitsgemeinde). 
 
After an Or Chadasch sponsored lecture at the Jewish Museum about the 
first woman rabbi, Regina Jonas, the anniversary events moved to the Or 
Chadasch premises. Invited guests, including politicians, journalists, and 
clergy from several religions joined the congregation for a special           
celebration on 3 June. Dr. Theodor Much, President of Or Chadasch Vienna 
opened the evening with a review of the 20-year history. Jan Mühlstein, 
Chairman of the Union of Progressive Jews in Germany also outlined the 
200 years of Reform Judaism and its accomplishments. An official          
representative from the Vienna Jewish Community Council (Israelitische 
Kultusgemeinde Wien – Einheitsgemeinde), Georg Haber delivering     
greetings from the President of the IKG, said the following: “Judaism is and 
always has been pluralistic. That is what separates it apart from other 
monotheistic religions. It encourages dialogue and debate and respects 
differing opinions; diverse movements within Judaism all have their place 
under one roof.” The high point of the evening was an address delivered by 
Rabbi Walter Homolka on “Remaining true to tradition but yet embracing 
modernity.” It is though Rabbi Homolka’s courage and foresight that Or 
Chadasch’s wonderful synagogue came into being. He is considered the 
“father” of the Or Chadasch synagogue. As a tribute to his contributions to 
the community and also Reform Judaism in Europe, he was honored with the title “Honorary Rabbi of Or Chadasch Vienna”. The 
laudation was delivered by Leslie Bergman, Chairman of the European Union for Progressive Judaism and Honorary President of 
Or Chadasch. The evening was complimented by an Israeli buffet and kosher wines from Austria! 
 
The events continued on Friday with a festive Kabbalat Shabbat service followed by an extended Kiddush and a big birthday 
cake—kind of kitschy but also very moving. Rabbi James Baaden, who has been a friend of Or Chadasch for many years, joined 
the community rabbi, Rabbi Walter Rothschild on Saturday for Shacharit and shiurim in English and German.  
 
Open house on Sunday with lectures, discussions, a performance by the children’s group, and informal talks over coffee and 
sweets rounded off the celebrations. There was wide media coverage in newspapers, radio, and television. A wonderful summary 
of the event recordings was presented on Austrian television one week later. 
 
For Or Chadasch Vienna the 20th anniversary celebrations were a welcome and well-deserved opportunity to be proud of its ac-
complishments and look courageously forward to the future! 
 
And least we forget to thank the World Union for Progressive Judaism and the European Union for Progressive Judaism and all its 
wonderful members for the enduring support: Toda raba! 
 
Photograph shows Theodor Much, Leslie Bergman, Rabbi Walter Homolka 
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WHEN IN ROME ……. 

Almost every Shabbat a chavurah group meet in or near Rome.   

Please contact us for details of service times  and venue. 

Best wishes and looking forward to seeing you, Bruno 

bruno@diporto.org 
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